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of the population by opposing, it. That opposition
was dictated by a traditional fear of still further
confiscation of property, which members of this class
felt powerless to prevent. In 1898 the application of
the English system of Local Government had extended
the revolution, transferring the control of all local
business from a limited class to those whom the
electorate might choose. Henceforward in local
matters members of the old governing class had no
power except what the community might entrust to
them : and since for the most part they were opposed
to the community on the main political question, very
few were elected to office. What they retained was
social prestige. The great majority of the handsome
houses in town and country belonged to members of the
Church of Ireland, who still formed an exclusive social
caste. There has been, however, since 1900 a notice-
able breaking down of the barriers. The freemasonry
.of the. hunting-field is nothing new: .but .popular
.movements,.'of which the'"Gaelic League was the. most
notable, have drawn into them m&ny of this class ; and '
the work of agricultural co-operation- has had the
same tendency. In its early stages recruiting for the
European War helped the fusion, and perhaps the.
tie of common service in arms, which includes nearly
two hundred thousand survivors of the Great War,.may:
have uniting effect which is for the time obscured.

But in the last stages of the struggle which completely
dislodged British rule it was made finally clear how far
revolution had gone. Whenever before there had been
insurrections in Ireland, the landlord class were
leaders in the task of suppressing it. Yet while the
guerilla bands of the Irish Republican army contended
against the armed police and troops, what had been
the Irish aristocracy, if it stayed in the country,
remained powerless to intervene, disarmed either by
Republicans or by voluntary surrender of its arms to
the British authorities. More than this, they weakened
the British hands, affording in their persons and in